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Andrew

I was quite drawn to your comments during this morning's meeting regarding the risks of failure
of private sewer treatment plants.

When articles like “RDOS mulls takeover of troubled sewer system” appear in local newspapers,
as proof of the risks actually manifesting itself in our region, coupled with a combined privately
owned and operated sewage “treatment” being installed on the hillsides with a capacity close to
what RDOS is researching for the Village Settlement Area of Naramata, is that not enough
motivation to raise any serious concerns?

Part failure is seemingly already evident. The report on Drainage Related Issues in Naramata
stated: "The septic field water reports to surface on the KVR due to the presence of bedrock at
and near surface" (p.24 item #1).

Looking at the various developments above Naramata, and the contractual arrangements between
home owners and developer/service provider(s), I believe there are real risks awaiting the
citizens. A very primitive depiction is attached to show how the developer has succeeded in
shielding his business from any future liabilities. (One has to acknowledge the ingenuity
thereof?!)

I thought I'll share this with you -- perhaps you'll comprehend this in the context of additional
risks for the Naramata community sewerage system, either to take over more "run-into-the-
ground" facilities, or provision for possible increase of the input into the LWMP?

Schalk van Heerden
Naramata






